Freedom of Information Act Request June 7, 2011
An open letter to the Town Council of Dewey Beach, the Dewey Beach Town Manager, and Town Attorney:
To all of the above-captioned individuals,
A number of voters and property owners in Dewey Beach have expressed concerns about some unanswered questions related to two Appeals to the Board of Adjustment. Those Appeals were efforts to provide clarity and some transparency to town council decision-making regarding agreements that were made between our Town Council, and Dewey Beach Enterprises. However, an utter lack of information as to how these Appeals were, or were not, handled, have prompted questions that the council and Town Manager have refused to answer for months. The public, and particularly, the voters of Dewey Beach, deserve answers, and I am invoking the Freedom of Information Act to unveil the secrecy, and request the following information:
Information requested:
1. Any and all correspondence, including emails, faxes, notes, minutes and memos or any other documentation related to Ms. Joan Claybrook’s two BOA appeals between or among the following; Town employees, Town Council, Board of Adjustment, planning and zoning officials, the Town’s insurance carrier, the three attorneys Ms. Diana Smith consulted regarding the appeal, any private parties or elected officials outside of Dewey Beach, the developer (DBE) and the developer’s employees, principals, agents or attorneys, between April 2011 to present.
2. Correspondence between the Town attorney and Town Commissioners and Ms. Smith specifically advising Ms. Smith as to her role in the Board of Adjustment appeals filed.
3. Names of three attorneys Town Manager Diana Smith reported she consulted in making her decision to intervene in BOA appeals and copies invoices for those services.
4. Name of attorney that wrote the letters Smith sent to Claybrook denying the two BOA appeals and copy of invoices for those services.
5. From the Dewey Beach Town Solicitor and Commissioners we request the specific citation or law that Mr. Mandeles considered which grants Ms. Diana Smith the right to intervene in and/or determine the legal status of Board of Adjustment applications for hearing.
6. Minutes from any Council meetings where Council acted to grant Smith power to intervene in or determine the legal status of appeals to the Board of Adjustment .
Since this request is officially sanctioned in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, I would certainly hope for, and expect, a prompt response, particularly considering the lack of responsiveness to date. This email will be followed with a typed, hard copy of the request. Thank you.
Michael W. Durkos
Dewey Beach
Annapolis, MD
