December 15, 2011

Dear Dewey Beach Friends and Neighbors,

In this season of giving and sharing, I am writing to ask you to give generously to the Dewey Defense Fund.  This fund was created to help pay for the lawsuit filed by four Dewey Beach property owners to overturn the private agreement between the Town and the developer Dewey Beach Enterprises (DBE) – an agreement that allows DBE to ignore our zoning codes and to build a massive hotel/condo complex at Ruddertowne.  

Just this week, the property owners filed a brief, opposing the effort by DBE/Town of Dewey Beach to have this lawsuit dismissed.  It is first rate and provides even more reasons to believe this case can be won. 
The citizens pursuing the lawsuit have no financial interest and are asking for no monetary damages.  They do not oppose development of this large parcel, but fervently believe any development must obey the Town’s zoning codes.  Unfortunately, this private deal at Ruddertowne, called “the Mutual Agreement and Release” (MAR), violates numerous laws and codes.  It also sets a dangerous precedent that encourages other developers to follow the same path of intimidation through excessive lawsuits -- against the town, our citizen volunteers and our town commissioners.  For the developer, this is just a money-making business.   For the citizens of Dewey, this development will determine the future of our town. 
Tony Murray, the lead plaintiff, who is donating $1000 a month to the fund, wrote you several weeks ago, asking for your help. He and three other Dewey homeowners have taken on the deep-pocketed developer because this is the last chance to protect the Town.  I believe they can win this case.  They have a terrific attorney from Wilmington who will fight to do that, regardless of the pressures exerted by DBE.   Every penny raised will go to paying for the lawsuit and communicating with donors.    All work is done by volunteers.  
The plaintiffs have received a very positive response to this letter, but $50,000 must be raised NOW to cover expenses and stop this illegal development.   So please be generous as you think about the future of Dewey Beach and about ensuring that your children and grandchildren can continue to enjoy our beautiful waves, sunshine, and small town atmosphere.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We need the courts to reconfirm that “Dewey Beach is not for sale.”  And we need your support to assure we can achieve this goal.  

With every best wish for the holidays,

Sincerely,


Joan Claybook, 
McKinley St. in Dewey Beach

P.S.  If you would like a copy of the brief, please let us know when you send your contribution and we will email it to you (send your email address).  

Please make your check payable to:  The Dewey Defense Fund, P.O. Box
1143, Rehoboth Beach Delaware 19971.

All donations will be kept confidential
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IS NOT
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